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SUNSET HERITAGE PRECINCT — LAND SALE 

Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Heritage) [9.05 am]: I have the pleasure of advising the house 
that on Friday, 12 September 2014, the government released for sale a parcel of land known as lot 302, located 
adjacent to the Sunset Heritage Precinct. It is anticipated that the sale of this lot will provide funding for the 
heritage preservation work on the historic Sunset site and allow for the much-needed upgrade of infrastructure 
services into the site. Since 1977, Sunset has comprised around eight hectares of land. There have been various 
proposals for this highly valuable parcel of land since the 1990s. However, securing support has been 
contentious because the proposals were commercially driven and failed to fully capture the site’s heritage 
significance, cultural potential and opportunity to provide an active place for community enjoyment. In the 
meantime, the significant heritage buildings have deteriorated in the absence of a sustainable use and adequate 
funding. A new strategy was critical to avoid demolition by neglect. That situation changed with the  
Liberal–National government’s approval of the Sunset transformation strategy in October last year, which 
describes how Sunset will be developed into a significant state government–owned precinct for arts, cultural and 
community purposes. 

The Sunset Reserve Transformation Act 2014, which came into effect on 22 April 2014, provides for the 
necessary reserve and planning changes to enable implementation of the Sunset transformation strategy and 
establishment of the Sunset heritage precinct. The sale of lot 302, which has no heritage value, will fund an 
initial works program that includes the preservation of heritage buildings; upgrades to services, including water, 
electricity and sewerage; and to enable part of the site to be opened to the community. Lot 302 will be the only 
land sold as part of this government’s endorsed Sunset transformation strategy. The proceeds will provide 
a modest but positive start to the transformation of Sunset into a sustainable and viable heritage precinct. 
Although it may take many years to fully transform the Sunset Heritage Precinct, implementation of the 
transformation strategy over the next 18 months will demonstrate this government’s commitment to the ongoing 
conservation of this unique heritage asset for the future benefit of the wider community. 
 


	SUNSET HERITAGE PRECINCT — LAND SALE
	Statement by Minister for Heritage


